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Socrates:
Writing, Phaedrus, has this strange quality, and is very like painting; for the creatures of painting 
stand like living beings, but if one asks them a question, they preserve a solemn silence. And so 
it is with written words;  you might think they spoke as if they had intelligence,  but if you 
question them,  wishing to know about their sayings,  they always say only one and the same 
thing. And every word, when once it is written, is tossed about, in the same way by those who 
understand and those who have no interest in it,  and it knows not to whom to speak or not to 
speak;  when mistreated or unjustly insulted it always needs its father to help it;  for it has no 
power to protect or help itself.

- Plato, Phaedrus 275d-e

1. What is Socrates’ chief complaint about interacting with a written text?

2. What is his solution for understanding a text according to this passage?

3. How do you think of the Bible as a text?

Ruth 4:13-22
So Boaz took Ruth, and she became his wife. And he went in to her, and the Lord gave her 
conception, and she bore a son. Then the women said to Naomi, “Blessed be the Lord, who has 
not left you this day without a redeemer, and may his name be renowned in Israel! He shall be to 
you a restorer of life and a nourisher of your old age, for your daughter- in- law who loves you, 
who is more to you than seven sons, has given birth to him.” Then Naomi took the child and laid 
him on her lap and became his nurse. And the women of the neighborhood gave him a name, 
saying, “A son has been born to Naomi.” They named him Obed. He was the father of Jesse, the 
father of David. Now these are the generations of Perez: Perez fathered Hezron, Hezron fathered 
Ram,  Ram fathered  Amminadab,  Amminadab  fathered  Nahshon,  Nahshon  fathered  Salmon, 
Salmon fathered  Boaz,  Boaz  fathered Obed,  Obed fathered Jesse,  and Jesse  fathered  David.



Biblical Interpretation Workshop
2014

4. Based on these verses alone, what do you think was the author’s purpose in writing the 
book of Ruth? When do you think the book was written?

5. What are some inherent difficulties in reconstructing a biblical author’s intended 
meaning?


