
b) Deuteronomy 32:5, 18-20  

ii. Psalm 78 A parable song of a future people that would 
not be a crooked generation. 

D. The Spirit unites us together in Jesus and transforms us 
day by day into those who are no longer a part of the 
corrupt community. 

 i. 1 Cor 13

 ii. 1 Corinthians 14:26 

LIVE THE STORY
We must not only love the Gospel Story, we must begin to live the

Gospel Story, indeed, to have the Central Character live in us.

 Why is it important, in order to answer the question “What is 
the Baptism in the Holy Spirit?” to examine the Old Testament 
promises concerning the Holy Spirit? 

 What are some of the promises that the Old Testament gives 
concerning what the Spirit will do in the future that we see the 
Spirit doing in Acts? 

 How many receive the promised Holy Spirit in Acts 2? Of those
who receive the promised Holy Spirit in Acts 2, what evidences
of the Spirit's coming do most of them demonstrate? 

 What was the nature of the corruption of the “corrupt genera-
tion” in Deuteronomy 32 and Psalm 78? How does this tell us 
that the Baptism of the Spirit is fundamentally about worship? 

 What ways has the Holy Spirit accomplished in your life some 
of the promises foretold in the Old Testament? 

 What evidences seen in the community in Acts 2:40-47 have 
you experienced from others? ...seen in your own life? 
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Text: Acts 1 – 2 An Overview 
 Introduction: Worship Wars

 A. Emphases on the ascension of Jesus 

 i. The Bible is about worship and the Bible is about war. 
It is about the war of God for the hearts of those who 
worship idols. 

 ii. Acts is fundamentally about a war for the worship of 
God by the nations. 

Idolatry is about dethroning God and enthroning some created 
thing in His place. Acts begins with the enthronement of Jesus 
Christ... who now sets out dethroning the idols of the nations by 
reclaiming the worship of the nations. 

John Piper: “Missions is not the ultimate goal of the church. 
Worship is. Missions exists because worship doesn't. Worship is 
ultimate, not missions, because God is ultimate, not man. When 
this age is over, and the countless millions of the redeemed fall on
their faces before the throne of God, missions will be no more” 

 B. Idolatry, Worship, and the Baptism in the Holy Spirit 

 

 I. The Baptism in the Holy Spirit Foretold (Luke 24:49; Acts 1:4-5)

 A. “what my Father promised”  

 B. What promises had the Father made re: the Holy Spirit?  

 i. Deuteronomy 30:16-20 



 ii. Isaiah 4:4 

 iii. Jeremiah 31:31-33 

 iv. Ezekiel 11:19-21 

 v. Ezekiel 36:24-27  

 vi. Joel 2:28-29  (also 2:13-14)

 C. The Baptism of the Holy Spirit answers to all of these. 

 i. It is the renewal that God would bring about when He 
regathered His people; the washing away of filth and 
purging away of guilt (the forgiveness of sins); the cure 
for idolatry; the placing God's Spirit within His people, 
so He could move them from within to desire to obey 
His commands; will result in the spirit of prophecy 
(broadly defined to include all the gifts of the Spirit) 
being poured out on all God's people.

 ii. Is this salvation? Yes. 

 iii. Once begun does it involve on-going fillings of the Spirit 
in the life of the believer? Yes.

 iv. Is the Spirit's presence required for the mission of 
converting idolaters to worships absolutely necessary? 
Yes—otherwise we are powerless to do so. 

 v. Is it something that passed away? Only if true worship 
and God's desire for it has passed away! 

 II. The Baptism in the Holy Spirit Begins (2:1-13) 

 A. Pentecost, Violent Wind and Fire Descend 

 i. Is this what we should expect all the time? 

 ii. The Pentecost events (wind and fire) help us under-
stand what it means when we too receive the Spirit 
(without the wind and fire). 

 B. Speaking in Tongues 

 i. Given the promise of the Spirit that would transform the
worship of the nations to the Living God, is it any sur-
prise that the first manifestation of this outpouring would 
be that God is worshiped in the languages of the nations?

 ii. This is the only time in Acts or elsewhere in which 
tongues were understood by the hearers.  

 C. The same Spirit baptism is promised to them (2:33, 38-39)

 III. The Baptism in the Holy Spirit and Its Evidences (2:40-47)

 A. Is “speaking in tongues” and/or prophecy the majority 
evidence in the book of Acts? 

 B. Transformation by the Spirit from idolaters to worshipers. 

 C. Salvation from the “Corrupt Generation” 

 i. The song of Moses: 

 a) Deuteronomy 31:19-21 
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