
iii. Folly's voice is agreeable to the desires of our fallen 
nature. 

 a) Genesis 3:6 Wisdom is not defined by how much 
we want it to be so! 

 b) 1 John 2:16

 c) James 1:14 The temptation of Folly lures and sucks
us in by its alignment with desires in our soul. 

C. Folly calls us to turn from what our parents taught us. (15-16)

D. Folly offers a dissatisfying meal that can be had easily. (17-18)

LIVE THE STORY
The Gospel is intended to be learned and lived in community.

The following questions are designed for use in our Community Groups
as an aid to growth in the Gospel and Community.

 9:1-2 describe the preparations Wisdom makes in order to in-
vite us to her banquet. How does this speak of a “cost” to her? 
How does this foreshadow the the meal of Isaiah 55? 

 Who are the servants through whom Wisdom speaks? How do
you do in responding to those servants? How might the story 
of Namaan (2 Kings 5) illustrate our own need to humbly 
receive God's instructions?  

 What are the responses that Wisdom requires of those who 
come to her banquet? How do these find parallel in the 
Gospel? In what sense do both call us to change our lives? 

 How is Wisdom's meal like Elijah's meal and like the meal that 
Jesus offers us? (1 Kings 19:7-8; John 6:55, 63)

 When instructed or rebuked, do you insult, abuse, and hate, or
do you love them, become wiser, and add to your learning?
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Text: Proverbs 9 
 Introduction 

 A. Embarking on a life of your own!  

 i. Wisdom in context is the revealed teaching of God's 
covenant-Law. 

 ii. The house you dine in determines how you are building
your own house.  

 B. Two Houses, Two Invitations, Two Responses  

 I. Four Truths about Wisdom and Her Invitation (9:1-6)

 A. Wisdom comes to us at a cost. (1-2)

 i. The what: a house on 7 pillars, a feast of meat and 
wine spread on a lavish table. 

Wisdom is inviting us to a glorious place of intense worth. 

 ii. The how: Wisdom has built, set-up (erected), 
prepared, mixed, and set... 

Wisdom is inviting us to a glorious place of intense worth, 
provided at serious cost. A cost which Wisdom has gladly paid. 

 iii. Isaiah 55:1-3 



 B. Wisdom comes to us through her servants. (3)

 i. Wisdom sends her invite through messengers. 

 ii. Her servants in this case were the wisdom teachers, 
prophets, elders.  And in our case the apostolic 
message of Christ, and those through whom we hear it.

 2 Kings 5 – Namaan and his leprosy

 iii. Wisdom, God's Wisdom, comes in the context of a 
community, God's community, and therefore comes 
through messengers in that community. 

 C. Wisdom calls us to turn from our foolishness. (4) 

 i. Proverbs 3:7 

 ii. Proverbs 14:16 

 iii. Proverbs 14:27 

 D. Wisdom invitation requires a response. (5-6) 

 i. 1 Kings 19:7-8 

 ii. John 6:55, 63

 II. Recognizing Our Responses (9:7-12)

 A. Why are vv7-12 here? 

 i. Wisdom calls to us through her servants, and requires 
a response. 

 ii. 7-8a in context of 8b-9 

 a) Different ways to instruct  

 2 Samuel 12

 b) By observing the two different ways people respond
to Wisdom's servants, we can see ourselves in one
response or the other. 

 iii. We all respond one way or another, and how we 
respond to Wisdom's servants determines whether we 
are eating at her banquet, or at Folly's house. 

 B. What is the source of the wisdom that allows me to 
respond this way? The fear of the Lord! (10)

 C. Who benefits from wisdom? Who pays for folly? (12)

 III. Four Truths about Folly and Her Invitation (9:13-18)

 A. Folly pays no price because she cares so little. (13)

 B. Folly's voice is heard by all without servants. (14)

 i. Folly requires no humility; Wisdom does! 

 a) Proverbs 11:2 

 b) Proverbs 15:33 

 c) Proverbs 22:4 

 ii. Folly sits at the door of her house...or at the highest 
point of the city...which is it?
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