
B. We cannot think of God as the great-watchmaker in the 
sky who made the watch, wound it up, and has left things 
up to us. 

D. It means that God's Word is what orders the world. 

E. What does it mean for man to keep the Sabbath? 

 i. If the Sabbath was God taking up His throne, then 
keeping the Sabbath is our recognition of God being on
the throne.

 ii. The Sabbath is about recognizing that time belongs to 
God and not first to us, and that order in the world does
not first come from our labors, but first from God's. 

D. What does all this say about meaning? 

LIVE THE STORY
The Gospel is intended to be learned and lived in community.

The following questions are designed for use in our Community Groups
as an aid to growth in the Gospel and Community.

 Why do you think many today question the purpose of their 
life? Why will understanding the purpose for God's creation of 
the cosmos help us understand the purpose of our own lives? 

 What is the most important day of the creation week? Why? 

 Was the rest, or ceasing of His creation work, on day seven 
something more than God taking the day off? If so, what? 
Explain what this tells us about the purpose of the world. 

 How does knowing the goal of creation week help us 
understand what God is doing in days one through six?

 What was happening in day one? (Explain from the text.)

 How does each part of the Lord's prayer cry out for the res-
toration of the original purpose of creation? (Matthew 6:9-13)

 Discuss and explain each of the points in the “What does this 
mean to us?” section. 

 In light of Genesis 1:1– 2:3, why must we not accept the 
deistic idea of God as a watch-maker who made the clock, 
wound it up, and is just letting it run on its own? 
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Text: Genesis 1:3-19; 2:1-3  
 Introduction: The Purpose Driven World 

 A. What on earth is the earth here for?  

 B. What is the most important day of creation week?  

 I. Beginning with the end in mind... (2:1-3)

 A. The Surrounding Cultures and Creation Stories

 B. What it meant to an Israelite to hear “God rested.” 

 i. God's resting place and His enthronement for rule.

 a) Isaiah 66:1-2 

 b) Psalm 132:13-14 

 c) Revelation 21:1, 3, 22-26 



 d) Exodus 39:32, 43; 40:33-34 

 The Israelites viewed the tabernacle/temple as 
a microcosm, a scaled down model, of the 
cosmos... God's dwelling place. 

 ii. The tabernacle, temple, and cosmos and the glory of 
the Lord: 

 a) Exodus 40:34 

 a) 1 Kings 8:11 

 b) Isaiah 6:1-3 

 C. God created the world to be His temple: His dwelling place
with man and the throne of His Kingdom whose dominion 
will be exercised through His representatives in the world. 

 i. Even those aspects of creation week that we don't yet 
understand, we can rest assured that they serve some 
purpose in reaching the goal of God coming to rest in 
His temple with man in Eden.  

 ii. Creation of time, order, places to live, plants, patterns 
of life and worship, creatures, all to ready the planet for
His vice-regents.  

 II. Readying the World for God to Reside on the Throne 

 A. Day One (1:3-5) 

 i. What did God create on day one of creation week?

 ii. What is this “light”? 

 B. Day Two (1:6-8) Climate and weather 

J. Walton: “Through the entire Bible, there is not a single instance 
in which God revealed to Israel a science beyond their own 
culture. No passage offers a scientific perspective that was not 
common to the Old World science of antiquity.” 

 

 C. Day Three (1:9-13): Dry Land for a Purpose

 D. Day Four (1:14-19) 

 i. Days and years 

 ii. Seasons: The worship of God's people revolved 
around these seasons. 

 iii. The lights and the lampstand that lights up the 
sanctuary. 

 III. What does this mean to us? 

 A. God created the world for Himself and His Kingdom, and 
has given man a exalted role in it. But the King is YHWH. 
The world is His. 
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