
LIVE THE STORY
The Gospel is intended to be learned and lived in community.

The following questions are designed for use in our Community Groups as an
aid to growth in the Gospel and Community.

 What role did John the Baptist play in relation to the light that was 
coming into the world? In what sense did John capture the whole of 
the prophetic ministry of the Old Testament?

 What key purpose of the prophetic in the Old Testament can be said 
to be fulfilled in the fact that the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us? 

 Explain and apply this statement: God is present and active when He
is known and becoming known in the souls of people. How has God 
made Himself known? 

 What 3 ways was the Light / Word rejected in the world (1:10)? 

 Why do we need to become the children of God? Whose children 
are we if not God's? 

 What does  1 John 4:20–5:1 tell us about what it means to become 
one of God's children? 

 What do we see in the text that tells us that there is no advantage to
being Jewish in becoming one of God's children? 

 What does it mean to believe in Jesus' name or to receive Jesus? 
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Text: John 1:6-14
 Introduction

 I. The Word Revealed (1:6-9)

 A. John the Baptist

 i. Contrast w/ John 3:1 

 ii. “There came into the history of the world a man sent from 
God named John...”. 

 iii. Who was John the Baptist? (1:19-23)

 iv. In vv6-13, the Word wasn't just biding its time until the 
incarnation came. 

 a) The God of the Scripture doesn't reveal Himself in 
images and shapes. He reveals Himself through Words—
Words which tell us about His character, His nature, His 
will, His requirements, His rescue from trouble. 

 b) We cannot control and manipulate God through images,
we must know Him through His Self-revelation. It is that 
Self-revelation that became flesh at the Incarnation. 

 v. He came to testify... 



 a) He came to point forward, but like all the prophets of 
the OT, he still testifies. 

 b) It is important that we not neglect the historical 
witnesses to Jesus that we have in the Bible. 

 B. The OT was all about God speaking to reveal Himself. 

 i. Hebrews 1:1-3

 ii. John came, as all prophets, pointing away from himself and 
to the true light, the light coming into the world. 

 II. The Word Rejected  (1:9-11)
 A. During the OT the true light was coming. (Genesis 3:15) 

 B. 3 Ways the Light was in the World and Rejected by the World 

 i. The Word through the OT prophets was rejected. 

 a) Matthew 23:30

 b) Acts 7:51-52

 ii. The Word revealing Itself through creation was rejected. 

 a) Psalm 19:1-4 

 b) Romans 1:18ff

 iii. The Word made flesh in Jesus was rejected. (Matt. 23:35)

 C. What is meant by “the Word”?

 D. He came to His own. 

 III. The Word Received (1:12-13)

 A. Human descent is not to our advantage. 

 i. John 8:31-44

 ii. It's about whether or not you receive and believe in Jesus.  

 B. Becoming the Children of God 

 i. To receive Jesus is to become part of something bigger than 
you and Jesus. 

 ii. 1 John 4:20–5:1

 C. Believing in His name does not mean that... 

 i. …we believe His name is Jesus. 

 ii. …we trust that saying that sound, the name Jesus, will have 
some magical effect on our lives and save us.  

 iii. But that those who believe in who He is, His person, the 
reality that stands behind this person whom we call Jesus—
the One John describes in the rest of his Gospel. 

 D. No one has any human advantage on becoming one of God's 
children. (John 3:6-8)

 E. The goal, or the purpose of that first Christmas was the birth of 
those who receive Him into the family of God. 
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