
D. Jars used for Ceremonial Washing

 III. Are You Serious? (2:11)
 A. Jesus and “the servants”. 

 B. His disciples believed in Him.
 i. John 1:12-13 

 ii. Believing in Jesus means to entrust oneself to Jesus with 
complete confidence.

LIVE THE STORY
The Gospel is intended to be learned and lived in community.

The following questions are designed for use in our Community Groups as an
aid to growth in the Gospel and Community.

 Read the text (maybe in a couple different translations). Who are 
the characters? What is actually said in the story? What stands out?

 How does Jesus' response to his mother's request strike you? Does 
the larger context of his mother's desire, and His Father's will 
concerning the temple (2:12-22) help us understand his response? 

 Does the response of Jesus' mother, the instructions to the servants,
seem unusual? What do you think of Luther's comment that they 
are the key to understanding the whole story? 

 Do you ever wonder if your requests are in conflict with the Father's 
will? How does this account help you? 

 Imagine yourself one of the servants in this account. How would you
have responded? What is Jesus telling you to do that may seem 
comparable to you in some way? 

 What do we learn about what it means to believe in Jesus, to 
entrust ourselves to Jesus, from this account? 

The Word Became Flesh (6)
Can He be Serious?

Jerry Cisar — January 15, 2017

Text: John 2:1-11
 Introduction

“He who made wine on that day at the marriage feast, in those six 
water-pots, which He commanded to be filled with water, the self-same 
does this every year in vines. For even as that which the servants put 
into the water-pots was turned into wine by the doing of the Lord, so in 
like manner...is what the clouds pour forth changed into wine by the 
doing of the same Lord. But we do not wonder at the latter, because it 
happens every year: it has lost its marvelousness by its constant 
recurrence.” Augustine

 I. Can She be Serious? (2:1-5)

 A. The third day... 

 B. His mother was there. 

 i. What is Jesus' mother's name? 

 ii. The absence of a significant detail might be as relevant to 
what John is telling us as the presence of another.

 a) A sign alludes to the fact that there is a deeper meaning 
behind what is done. 

 b) Revelation 12:1-5



 C. Jesus and his disciples were invited to the wedding. 

 i. They have no wine! 

 a) Jesus' mother is expressing a need, implicitly making a 
request. And the request is one that has a history for 
the people of God behind it. 

 b) Now that the Word has become flesh, including the 
promise that the wine will not fail, let's just ask Him 
directly to do something about it. 

 ii. Woman, why do you involve me? My hour has not yet come. 

 a) Does Jesus not care that this matters to her? 

CSB: “What has this concern of yours to do with Me, woman?" 

 b) A clash of wills between the Father's will and the 
request of his mother. 

 c) “My hour has not yet come,” is an explicit reference to 
Jesus' death. 

 D. Whatever he says to you, do it!

 i. Can she be serious? 

Luther: “...see how unkindly [Jesus] turns away the humble request of his
mother who addresses him with such great confidence.... Now observe 
how his mother acts and [so] here becomes our teacher. However harsh 
his words sound, however unkind he appears, she does not in her heart 
interpret this as anger, or as the opposite of kindness, but adheres firmly
to the conviction that he is kind, refusing to give up this opinion because 
of the thrust she received and unwilling to dishonor him in her heart by 
thinking him to be otherwise than kind and gracious.... in ordering the 
servants to do what he might tell them she proves that she has 
overcome the rebuff and still expects of him nothing but kindness.... She 
is certain that he will be gracious, although she does not feel it.” 

 ii. Deuteronomy 18:15 

 II. Can He be Serious? (2:6-10)

 A. What does Jesus tell them to do? How do the servants respond?

 i. Fill the jars with water. 

 ii. …take it to the master of the banquet.  

 iii. When I place my trust in Jesus, when I fully trust Him, I do 
what He says, no matter how ludicrous it may seem. 

 B. What are the “whatevers” he has told you to do? 

Bruner: There are as many “whatevers” as there are readers.... Jesus’ 
Sermon-on-the-Mount teachings on anger, lust, infidelity, oaths, getting 
even, and hate (Matthew 5) or on vanity, greed, a critical spirit, and 
motives (Matthew 6–7) come to mind as Jesus’ most prominent social, 
interpersonal “whatevers.”  

 C. It's miracle time! (9-10)
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