
C. Teaching with a goal. 

 i. What is this 'learning community' learning? 

 ii. Why teaching them obedience to Jesus commands? 

 a) Because making disciples is not replicating ourselves but
replicating Jesus. 

 b) Because teaching obedience to the ways of God has 
been part of God's world wide mission from the 
beginning (Gen. 18:18-19).

 c) Because we don't choose between proclaiming a 
message and living out the message. 

D. We all participate in the disciple-making mission. 

LIVE THE STORY
The Gospel is intended to be learned and lived in community.

The following questions are designed for use in our Community Groups as an
aid to growth in the Gospel and Community.

 Why is it essential that we not skip over the first line of the Great 
Commission (v18)? 

 What is it about our Sunday morning gathering, or our gathering in 
community groups that clashes with the powers of this world? How 
is even that a declaration of truth in this world? 

 To whom is the Great Commission given? How does that speak to us
today? How does this rescue us from thinking that the Commission 
rests on our shoulders individually? 

 What is the goal of  disciple-making (i.e. what is being learned or 
apprenticed)? Why must we always keep this before us? 

 How can we see in the Great Commission the same ideas as the 
Lord described in His purpose in choosing Abraham? 

Unveiling the Glory of the Great Commission
Jerry Cisar — January 7, 2018

Text: Matthew 28:16-20
 Introduction: The Panoramic View of the Commission 

 i. 2 Chronicles 36:23 

 ii. Matthew 4:8-9; 16:18; 28:18

 I. The Powerlessness of the Commissioned (16-17)

 A. Who does Jesus give this commission to? 

 i. The eleven disciples

 Matthew 19:27-28 

 ii. A Community of Disciples; The Church in Microcosm

 a) Among them are people who would not otherwise be 
together but for their common bond in Jesus. 

 b) The church that follows is an apostolic community. 

 iii. The church.  Not to you, not to me. But to us. 

 B. How did this community of disciples respond? 

 i. They worshiped, but they doubted. 

Bruner: “Christians are both believers and doubters, adoring and 
wondering, trusting and questioning. Is it not refreshing that Matthew 
admits this? All disciples experience this bipolarity, and it is not healthy 
to deny it. The good news of the Great Commission is that Jesus 



addresses and uses exactly such worshiping-doubting disciples. … There 
has never been a worshiper of Jesus who did not also doubt him. 
Matthew's daring inclusion of the divided mind at the very birth of 
mission is his way of saying that doubt should not be taken too 
tragically. 'Doubt your doubts.'”

 C. Jesus gave this commission then, and continues to give it today, 
to a powerless bunch of people whose faith is weak. 

 II. The Power of the Commissioner (18)

 A. It is to these worshiping-doubting disciples that Jesus comes. 

 B. The commission does not begin with what we are to do, but 
who He is. 

 i. It begins with something more significant than the 
resurrection. 

 ii. This reminds us of a number of OT allusions. 

 a) 2 Chronicles 36:23 

 b) Dan. 7:13-14 

 iii. The disciples, as the ones who are present and see the Risen
Lord, and speak to Him for 40 days about His kingdom, are 
witnesses of His authority. 

Karl Barth says “The Church knows the real situation of the world. 
Christians know what non-Christians do not.…  It belongs to the Church 
to witness to the Dominion of Christ clearly, explicitly, and consciously.” 

 C. This authority of Jesus is a significant aspect of the gospel. 

 i. Ephesians 1:19-23 

 ii. Philippians 2:9-11 

 III. The Particulars of the Commission (19-20a) 
 A. Go and Make Disciples 

 i. Two Extremes: 

 a) The “Nike” edition of the Commission. “Just go!” 

 b) “As you are going, make disciples.” 

 ii. What is a disciple? 

 a) To disciple means "to make students of," "to bring to 
school," "to educate". 

 b) This is why teaching has always been and always will be 
a major feature in the church. 

 Ephesians 4:11 

 2 Timothy 2:15

 B. Baptizing
 i. This is the entry point for a disciple.

 ii. We baptize them into the name of the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. 

 a) This reminds us that we are joining a family when we 
are baptized. 

 b) 1 Corinthians 12:13 ESV: For in one Spirit we were all 
baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free
—and all were made to drink of one Spirit. 
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