
 

Conclusion 
 
These early professing Christians aren’t unique in their temptation to 
turn away from Jesus as their Superior High Priest 
 

Do you have Jesus as your Superior High Priest? 
 

In your time of need will you approach the throne of grace with 
confidence? 

 

LIVE THE STORY 

The Gospel is intended to be learned and lived in community.  
The following questions are designed for use in our Community 

Groups as an aid to growth in the Gospel and community.  

➢ Why are there both theological sections in the book of 
Hebrews and also sections of warning? 

➢ In our culture, why would we be tempted to turn away from 
Jesus as our Superior High Priest? 

➢ What encouragement do you have because Jesus was called 
as a High Priest as the Son of God? What encouragement do 
you have because Jesus is a high priest in the order of 
Melchizedek? 

➢ What would it look like to strengthen other believers to “hold 
firmly to the faith [they] profess”? What does this look like in 
the context of Community Groups? 

➢ Why is it important that Jesus really was tempted and 
suffered? How do we know that Jesus’ temptation and 
suffering weren’t somehow made easier because he is the 
Son of God? 

➢ In light of Hebrews 4:13, why do we find hope in Jesus’ 
sinlessness? 

➢ What comfort do you find in the command in Hebrews 4:16? 

➢ How can you use this passage to minister to other believers? 
To your neighbors? To your co-workers? 

When Good isn’t Good Enough 
Peter Stonecipher - March 3, 2019 

 
Text: Hebrews 4:14-5:10 

Introduction 
 

In Every Way Jesus is Superior 
 

When Good isn’t Good Enough 
 

Hebrews 4:13 
 

I. When the Calling of a Son of Aaron isn’t Good Enough 
(4:14a) 

 
Priests were (1) called by God and (2) represented God’s people in 
matters related to God 
 

A. The call of Aaron and his sons  
 
 
Exodus 28:1-3 

 
 

B. Jesus’ call to the priesthood is superior in every way 
 

 
Hebrews 5:5-6 → Psalm 2:7; 110:4 

 
 
C. The place in which Jesus is called to minister is also 
superior (Hebrews 4:14a) 



 
 

 
 

II. Hold Firmly to the Faith we Profess (4:14b) 
 
The very things that make Jesus a Superior High Priest are those 
things which often make it difficult to hold firmly to him 

 
 
Hebrews 11:1 

 
The cultural air we breathe as 21st century Christians pressures us 
into losing our grip on a Superior Priest we can’t currently see, and 
has us in danger of running back to a vague belief in a god who may 
or may not exist - but if he does, he certainly won’t judge us for what 
we’ve done  
 

 
 
 

III. When Empathizing with Our Weaknesses isn’t Good 
Enough (4:15) 

 
A. The work of Aaron and his sons 
 

 
Hebrews 5:1-3 

 
One of the good things about these Old Covenant 
priests is that they can relate! 

 
 
 

B. Is Jesus able to empathize?  
 

Matthew 4; 26 and 27  
 

Hebrews 4:15 
 

Hebrews 5:7-8 
 

Jesus’ incarnation boldly proclaims that he is perfectly 
able to empathize with our weaknesses! 

 
C. But Jesus is without sin 

 
Hebrews 5:9 

 
D. When empathizing with our weaknesses isn’t good enough 

 
 
 

IV. Approach the Throne of Grace with Confidence (4:16) 
 
We need both the loud blare of the siren warning us of the peril we 
are in, but also the gentle reminder of the wonderful security which is 
ours if Jesus is our Superior High Priest 
 
 

Hebrews 4:13 
 

Hebrews 4:16 
 
 
In your time of need you are not allowed, you are commanded to 
come before the throne of grace with confidence, and you are 
promised mercy and grace to help you 


