
 d) The married are also called to sacrifice (1 Cor. 7:29). 
 
 
  
Conclusion 

 A. The trouble in the text is that because of the hardness of 
people’s hearts humans aren’t flourishing. Instead, Scripture was 
being used by powerful people for selfish means.  

 
 

 B. Christ has come to heal and restore each of us to a place of 
fruitfulness.  

 
 
 

 C. Healing and Wholeness 
 
 
 

LIVE THE STORY 
The Gospel is intended to be learned and lived in community. 

The following questions are designed for use in our Community Groups as an aid 
to growth in the Gospel and Community. 

 Discuss what the Aquinas quote (Intro) says about the purpose of 
God’s eternal law in creation before the fall.  

 Why might it be necessary for the revealed law of God (e.g. Law of 
Moses) differ from God’s original, eternal design? (See Matt. 19:8.) 

 What is the significance in the first two verses of the chapter?  

 How did Jesus’ comments on divorce in vv8-9 function as another 
form of, “You have heard that it was said…, but I say…” (Matt. 5)?  

 How do we see in this text that Jesus is all about restoring humanity, 
not jut to our original condition, but to our original purpose?  

 Why is it important to understand that Jesus was answering a ques-
tion about Deuteronomy 24:1 and not telling us everything he thinks 
of the subject of divorce?  

 Discuss how Isaiah 56:3b-5 foreshadows the “higher-way” of our 
text (Matt. 19:10-12).  

DISCIPLE 1.0 – Rules and God’s Purposes for Humanity 
Jerry Cisar — February 16, 2020 

Text: Matthew 19:1-12 
 Introduction 
Aquinas: “There preexists in every craftsman a plan for the things 
produced by his skill, so also there needs to exist in every ruler an 
orderly plan for the things his subjects ought to do.” 
 
 
 
The trouble is broken lives and families which cannot be fruitful and 
multiply in order to fulfill God’s purposes! 
  
 I. Healing (19:1-2) 

 A. “Jesus healed them there.”  
 i. There. The other side of the Jordan River; east side of land.  

 
 
 

 ii. Jesus is restoring humanity to flourishing!  
 

 B. Mountains are significant.  
 
 
 
 
 II. Harming (19:3, 7-9) 

 A. Healing or Harming 
 
 

 B. The “some thing” of Deuteronomy 24: 1  
  

 i. Jesus answers their question (vv8-9): marital unfaithfulness.  
 
 

 ii. V9 as an answer to a question, not as everything Jesus 
thought on the subject.  

 
 
 



 iii. Jesus turns their male-centered ideas upside-down. 
 a) A man can commit adultery against his wife. 

 
 
 

 b) It also forbids polygamy: polygamy would also be 
adultery against the first wife.  

 
 

 iv. Jesus exposed the wrongness of how they viewed wives as 
possessions to be discarded at will. 
 a) Like Moses, Jesus is more concerned with answering the 

question, “How does this woman now get restored to 
flourishing?”  

 b) Yet Jesus is concerned with all involved… the husband, 
the wife, the children, etc.  

 
 III. Wholing (19:4-6) 

 A. Broken and Valuable 
 i. A certificate of divorce won’t restore the people back to 

God’s created ideal. Just helps things work again. 
 

 ii. There can be “innocent” parties in divorce, but never is 
everyone innocent and always both people are broken, even 
if it was not their sin that caused it.  

 
 B. Creation Wholeness  

  
 i. Jesus speaks of a man and a woman as one. They are 

equals. She is not property to discard at will.  
 
 
 

 ii. God’s design for human flourishing is that there is no 
divorce. God’s law aims to lessen the damages.   

 
 C. Jesus came to restore us, not just to the created order of Eden, 

but to the end for which Humans were made.  
 
 

 IV. Highway (19:10-12) 
 A. Jesus shows the disciples “a more excellent way.”  

 i. The Rich Young Ruler 

 ii. The Sons of Zebedee  

 iii. Eunuchs for the Kingdom of Heaven 

 B. A Hint in the Disciples Response (10) 
 i. “If this (v9) is the situation between a husband and wife, it is 

better [for that man] not to marry” (10). 
 
 

 ii. Not marrying can be good… indeed fruitful.  
 

 
 C. Three Kinds of Eunuchs (11-12) 

 i. What’s a eunuch?  
 
 

 ii. Jesus and a metaphorical eunuch. 
 

 a) New category: there are those who choose to live that 
way (make themselves unfruitful in an earthly sense) for 
the sake of the kingdom of heaven.  

 
 b) There is fruit to be born for Christ’s reign which has set 

out to heal and whole humanity, to restore humanity to 
its original purpose, that can be furthered by the person 
who chooses singleness for Christ’s kingdom!      

 
 

 c) The highest purpose for life supersedes marriage!  
 

 1 Corinthians 7:31  
 
 

 Fruitfulness can be found in self-sacrifice and 
service for the kingdom of God.  

 
 


