
 Conclusion: Another Scandal in Bethlehem 

A. Another scandal in Bethlehem! 
 
 
The scandal in Bethlehem in Ruth 3 works to prepare God’s 
people – including us – for another scandal in Bethlehem  
 
 

B. Taking part in God’s scandalous redemption of the 
world 

 
 
 
 
 

LIVE THE STORY 

The Gospel is intended to be learned and lived in community. 
The following questions are designed for use in our Community Groups 

as an aid to growth in the Gospel and Community. 

Love the Gospel 

➢ Why is it important for us to feel the tension of potential 
scandal in Ruth 3? 

➢ How would you defend the position that Ruth and Boaz act in 
righteousness in this chapter despite all appearances? Why is 
it important to defend this position? 

➢ How does Ruth call upon Boaz to act like the Lord in this 
chapter? 

Live the Gospel  

➢ How are you challenged by Ruth’s refusal to act like her 
ancestor, Lot’s daughter? 

➢ How are you challenged by Boaz’s refusal to act like his 
ancestor, Judah? 

Advance the Gospel 

➢ What example can you think of in which living for 
righteousness might produce “bad optics?” 

➢ How have you been tempted to get caught up in appearances 
to the point where you missed an opportunity to act in 
righteousness toward someone else?  
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Text: Ruth 3:1-18 
Introduction: A Scandal in Bethlehem! 

 

Two pitfalls to avoid: reveling in the scandal or sterilizing the 
scandal  

 

 

We have to listen to the narrative of Ruth 3 with a little bit of 
tension 

 

 

 I. A Scandalous Plan (vv. 1-5) 

 A. Naomi’s move from inactivity to action  

 

 

Naomi hasn’t forgotten her prayer for Ruth in 1:9, “The Lord grant 
that you may find rest, each of you in the house of her husband.” 

 

 

 

 

 B. A scandalous plan 

 

Other than securing a husband for Ruth, and a righteous husband 
at that, we aren’t told explicitly what Naomi hopes will happen at 
the threshing floor 

 

 

 Hosea 9:1 

 



 C. Scandalous Parallels 

 

Genesis 38; Genesis 19 

 

 

Is Boaz going to act like his ancestor, Judah? Is Ruth going to act 
like her ancestor, Lot’s daughter? 

 

 

 II. A Scandalous Kindness (vv. 6-13) 

 A. Exactly according to Naomi’s plan! 

 

 

 

 

 B. Ruth goes off script… 

 

 

Ruth’s reply to Boaz in 3:9 is packed with meaning 

 

 

She recalls Boaz’s blessing from their conversation in Ruth 2:12, 
“The Lord repay you for what you have done, and a full reward be 
given you by the Lord, the God of Israel, under whose wings you 
have come to take refuge!”  

 

 

 Leviticus 25:25-55; Deuteronomy 25:5-10 

 

 

Ruth is humbly calling on Boaz to act toward her like the Lord 

 

 Ezekiel 16:8 

 C. So does Boaz 

 

Ruth 2:11-12 

 

This is the same term used of the “worthy woman” of Proverbs 
31:10, and in many Jewish collections of the Old Testament, Ruth 
follows directly after the book of Proverbs  

 

“While it is true that Boaz was a close relative, it was also true that 
no legal demands bound him to act.” – John Yeo  

 

 

 D. Scandalous Kindness 

 

“Ruth and Boaz practice ‘kindness’, for their actions for the sake of 
the welfare of the family go beyond the formal obligations of a 
daughter-in-law or of the male relative who was not the nearest of 
kin.” – Peter Lau and Gregory Goswell 

 

 

 III. A Scandalous Redemption (vv. 14-18) 

 A. Final Observations  

 

 

Boaz and Ruth know that the optics aren’t great for their overnight 
meeting, why give the village gossips any reason to talk? 

 

 

Boaz’s firm expression of his desire to redeem Ruth  

 

 


